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Next Meeting 
 

F ollowing the November 8 business meeting, we will show an array of photos from 

the November 1927 flood and the August 2011 flood. If you have any copies of  

photos to share with the group, please bring them along.  

     Memberships expire December 31, 2011. Dues for 2012 will be collected at the 

meeting. Dues are $10/year per person. 

U P C O M I N G  

E V E N T S  

 

November 8  

meeting at CBMS,  

7 pm 
 

¶ Membership dues 

for 2012 will be 

collected at the 

meeting. Dues are 

$10/year per  

      person 

 C A N  Y O U   

I D E N T I F Y  T H I S  

S O C I E T Y   

M E M B E R ?  

Duxbury Historical Societyõs Flood Relief Effort 
 

R esponding to the town select board's request, our society immediately organized a 

relief effort in the town select board's office and also used one bay of the garage. 

The garage bay was used for all donations except for the food, which was in the office. 

Non-perishable food was collected and presented to those in need. Bag lunches were 

prepared there for four days and delivered to the victims and volunteer workers. After 

the fourth day, lunches were prepared at Saint Leo's and delivered from there. We also 

assisted in preparing lunches at Saint Leo's Hall. 616 bag lunches were prepared and 

delivered between noon and evening lunches that involved D.H.S. During the period 

that D.H.S. was involved with preparing and delivering lunches from Saint Leo's, we 

were first associated with the Red Cross and later with the Salvation Army. 

     What a great effort was made by ALL that contributed in any way to make this relief 

effort a total success. The Duxbury Historical Society wishes to thank all of you dedicat-

ed people that helped the victims of tropical storm Irene in any way. 

Duxbury Select Board Party 
 

O ur society wishes to commend those members that organized the community party 

for the select board held on Sunday, September 25th.  

     We were entertained by music from a trio consisting of Eileen and Phil Baker and 

Jean Bataille. A crowd of 90 to 100 enjoyed the music and the potluck dinner that fol-

lowed. Lots of fun was also had by the kids playing games such as water balloons, cat-

erpillar and tug-of-war. Lars Dickson was a hit of the day with his ROCKET! Everyone had 

a nice visit and the weather was perfect. 

       The Duxbury Historical Society extends thanks to the Izor family, the Patterson fami-

ly, and Eileen, Phil and Jean for making it an enjoyable day.  

BarreñGranite Center of the World  

BenningtonñVermontõs Most Historic Town 

BurlingtonñQueen City of Vermont, Year Round Vacationland 

MontpelierñGreen Mountain City 

RutlandñMarble City 

SpringfieldñCradle of Industry 

City Nicknames: 

The Only U.S. President Born on the 4th of July: 

Calvin Coolidge 

Source: http://www.sec.state.vt.us/kids/funfacts.html  

ñLast Issueõs Trivia Answersñ 
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O ur annual potluck picnic was held on Sunday, August 14 in the 

Sunshine Hall next to the South Duxbury church. Lunch began 

at noon and many people ate outside on the lawn since the weather 

was so beautiful. Lunch was followed by a short business meeting. 

We discussed Duxburyõs semiquincentennial birthday and how we 

can celebrate. Committees were formed to start making plans. The 

door prizes were won by Megan Perry and Dorothy Griffith.  
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Archival/Preservation Committee Report 
 

Committee members: Eulie Costello, Lori Morse, Debbie Sweetser, Bonnie Morse, Mark Morse 
 

     Since the last newsletter we met on October 8 where we accepted and logged the following donations: 

¶ newspaper clippings on the 1950 Pauline Molony murderñdonated by Linda Durkee 

¶ two CDs of pictures titled "Wilder/Cota" and "Wilder/Koonz"ñdonated by Julie Wilder 

¶ graduation gown of Irene Harveyñdonated by Linda Durkee 

¶ Hiram Wardõs 1874 diaryñdonated by Kitty Werner 
 

     We provided 3 hours of research support for information regarding the Hiram Ward family. We provided 5 hours 

of research support for information regarding Professor Monroe and the Callahan family. 

     We also have reviewed computer hardware and software which will meet our needs not only for the archival 

committee but also the newsletter committee, treasurer, program committee and webmaster/website. We have 

received approval to make the computer purchase by the trustees and hope to have everything in place before the 

February meeting. 

 

Monetary Donations 

Dick LindsleyñResearch Support        *        Julie & Daphne CatesñResearch Support 

Theresa & Gordon WoodñNewsletter Support 

Megan Perry & Dorothy Griffith with their door prizes. 

250th Celebration Committee Report 
 

Committee members: Stephanie Koonz (chairperson), Ken Scott, Mary Ethel Welch, Kelly Welch, Ed Gormel,  

Willie Docto, Myra Perry, Justin Blackman, Sam and Megan Perry (adjunct) 
 

     The first meeting of the 250th celebration committee was held on September 14. Secretary and treasurer were 

elected and it was decided our purpose would be òto re-enact and celebrate, by a variety of programs and events, 

the history of Duxbury, Vermont.ó A brainstorming session proceeded with great ideas of how to fundraise for some 

of our celebrations and what those events might be. 

     We are all truly excited about the suggestions and will meet again in October.  

     Please stay posted for future details. You can find future information on the town website and upcoming  

Waterbury Record editions.  

Annual Picnic 
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F l o o d  R e l i e f  E f f o r t  

 

We filled the Duxbury select board's office and one bay of the town garage with donated food, clothing, bedding, 

kitchen supplies, back to school items, toys, and more. We also received a generous shipment of donated goods 

from our òsister town,ó Duxbury, Massachusetts. Thank you to everyone who donated and volunteered for the effort.  
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Phil Baker, Eileen Baker, and Jean Bataille provided musical entertainment. 

Mark Morse was òking of the grill.ó 

     The community party was held on Sunday, September 25th with approximately 90-100 friends and neighbors 

attending. We had a potluck dinner and barbecue, musical entertainment, and games.  

     A special thank you to the Izor family, the Patterson family, Eileen & Phil Baker, and Jean Bataille for making 

the day enjoyable for all. 
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Everyone enjoyed the games  

including the caterpillar competition,  

tug-of-war, and water balloon toss. 
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D u x b u r y  i n  t h e  C i v i l  W a r  

Correction: In the August issue of 'Under the Hump,' in the article 

regarding Duxbury in the Civil War, there is a mistake in naming the 

wife of Charles Franklin. His wife's maiden name was Boyden not 

Saxton as printed. I apologize for the error.  Mark Morse  

 
Chapter IV 

 

The Close of 1861 

 
By Mark H. Morse 

 

A s we enter the fall of 1861 the enlistments for the area 

begin to wane. Although the war is escalating and the 

Union is winning few battles, no additional requests for 

troops are received from Washington. Volunteers around 

the north continue to sign up in an effort to fill the regi-

ments being formed. Knowing now that the war will not be 

settled quickly as hoped, Lincolnõs objective is to out man 

the Confederate army, aware that he can field a large nu-

merical advantage of soldiers. 

     The last men to sign up from Duxbury in 1861 include 

two more Shonio brothers, twins George and Luther, Julius 

McMurphy, and Luke Monroe Lewis. 

     George Shonio enlisted October 9, 1861 and was as-

signed to Company ôGõ of the 6th Vermont Infantry at the 

rank of private. He was a live-in farm laborer for George & 

Clarissa Turner in Dowsville who were neighbors of his when 

he was growing up. His unit was not involved in any battles 

in 1861, instead wintering at Camp Griffin, VA. The unitõs 

first action was April 6, 1862 at Warwick Creek, VA during 

the peninsula campaign. On June 29, 1862 George was 

wounded and taken prisoner in the battle of Savageõs sta-

tion where the 6th suffered heavy losses. He was paroled on 

August 3, 1862 and returned to service. The 6th participated 

in the Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, Funkstown, and Mine 

Run campaigns during 1863. On September 1, 1863 

George was transferred to the Veterans Reserve Corps and 

mustered out of service on October 17, 1863. He soon 

reenlisted on May 19, 1864 and participated in General 

Grantõs overland campaign. He served until the end of the 

war mustering out on July 8, 1865. By 1880 George was 

married to Mary Frizzel and was living in Kentland, Indiana 

working as a harness maker. He later moved to Frederick, 

South Dakota where he died on July 16, 1914. 

     Luther Shonio enlisted soon after George on November 

21, 1861. He was assigned to the 1st Vermont Volunteer 

Light Artillery Battery as a musician. This Battery was initially 

attached to the 8th Vermont Infantry. In the spring of 1862 

the Battery was detached from the 8th Infantry and was dis-

patched to serve garrison duty in the southern Mississippi 

river valley. While the battery was stationed at Baton Rouge, 

Luther unfortunately succumbed to disease (possibly malar-

ia) on September 3, 1863. He is buried in the Baton Rouge 

National Cemetery, LA. 

     Julius McMurphy and his mother Hannah (Hobbs) 

McMurphy lived near the bottom of Ward Hill. Julius enlisted 

at age 23 on December 10, 1861. A private in Company ôEõ, 

8th Vermont Volunteer Infantry, he was taken prisoner dur-

ing the battle of Bayou des Allemands, Louisiana and im-

prisoned until his parole on November 13, 1862. He was 

later wounded at the battle of Port Hudson, Louisiana on 

June 14, 1863 and died due to complications from his 

wounds on November 16, 1863. 

     Luke Monroe Lewis was born in Bolton, VT on July 16, 

1840, the son of Hiram and Betsy (Stockwell) Lewis. The 

family later moved to Scrabble Hill in Duxbury. Luke was 

anxious to join the Union Army once the first request for 

troops was made by President Lincoln, however, his parents 

would not hear of it. So upon his 21st birthday Luke headed 

out on foot to Montpelier with musket in hand to enlist, 

much to the dismay of his parents. Upon arriving in Montpel-

ier, Luke was advised that he would not be mustered into 

service until they had enough new enlistees to fill a train. It 

wasnõt until October 30, 1861 that Luke was officially enlist-

ed. Luke had requested to be assigned to a Sharpshooters 

regiment. He was sent to Randolph to see if he could quali-

fy. Once there he was asked to shoot at a ôdotõ on a tree 

several yards away. Using his own personal musket he was 

successful in hitting the dot and was therefore mustered 

into Company ôEõ of the United States Sharp Shooters regi-

ment at the rank of Private. His initial assignment was to 

defend Washington, DC against potential enemy assaults. 

These units wintered here until the spring campaign of 

1862. Soon after his first assignment, the Union Army pur-

chased Sharps rifles to improve the sharpshooter regi-

mentsõ effectiveness. This weapon was a great improve-

ment over the single shot muzzle loading musket which was 

heavy and long and could be fired only 3 times within a mi-

nute by the best marksmen while under enemy fire. In con-

Luke Monroe Lewis 
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