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N E W S  A N D  

U P C O M I N G  

E V E N T S  

 

Next Meeting:  

August 21st, 12:30 pm 
 

 See you at the next 

meeting on Sunday, 

August 21st, 12:30 
pm, South Duxbury 

Church property. 

 Saturday, September 

10th will be our “Let’s 

Make a Deal” sale. 
Save the date! 

D u x b u r y  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  I n c .  

 

D O  Y O U  H A V E  A  

P H O T O  O F  A   

P E R S O N  O R  P L A C E  

W E  C A N  U S E  F O R  A  

M Y S T E R Y   

P H O T O ?  I F  S O ,  

P L E A S E  S U B M I T  T O  

A  N E W S L E T T E R  

C O M M I T T E E   

M E M B E R  T O D A Y !  

T H A N K  Y O U !  

 

O ur next DHS meeting will be our annual picnic on Sunday, August 

21st, at 12:30 p.m., at the South Duxbury Church property. Rain 

or shine! Since it will be potluck, please bring a hot dish, salad, or a 

dessert to share. This has always worked out just fine and everyone 

likes to share their dish and also taste other dishes. Please bring your 

own lawn chair, if possible. Beverages and paper products will be fur-

nished. We would like to have photos taken for future generations to 

enjoy. We will have a selection of old tools to view and discuss. Feel 

free to bring your oldies to share with the group. Tours of the buildings 

will be welcome, so bring a friend and enjoy the afternoon. If you have 

questions, call Donnie or Mary at 244-7558. 

 

 

“Let's Make a Deal Sale"  

 

On Saturday, September 10th, our DHS will hold its annual 

"Let's Make a Deal Sale" at the town garage yard from 7 a.m. 

until 3:30 p.m., rain or shine. If anyone has good salable 

items that you wish to donate, you can drop them off begin-

ning at 7 a.m. throughout the morning. Please no large items 

(unless you check with us) or electrical items. This has been 

a very popular sale and a very worthwhile fundraiser for our 

society. We have always had a great variety of items, so 

don't miss it. If you have questions, call Donnie or Mary at 

244-7558. 
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R e c i p e s  t o  S h a r e  
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The following recipes are from My Joy of Baking by Helen B. Davis 
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S o u t h  D u x b u r y  C h u r c h  
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Daily Times, Barre, VT 

August 7, 1947 
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     The COVID era has ushered in great changes through-

out the world, and the United States and Vermont have 

not been spared these changes. We are living through 

major changes in our economy, our social lives, our poli-

tics, and myriad other activities in our lives. One of these 

changes in our town has been the cancellation of the 

annual Town Meeting. Due to COVID protocols and the 

valid fear of spreading the disease, Duxbury has elected 

to use a hybrid Australian ballot system of voting on is-

sues. This change, I freely admit, is nowhere near as cru-

cial as many other national, state and local disruptions in 

our lives, but it still plays heavily on my mind. The town 

meeting tradition of local governance is unique to Ver-

mont and I have always attended our meetings, if possi-

ble, and enjoyed the give and take of the affair, listening 

to Duxbury citizens discuss and debate the issues, most 

times in a civil, respectful way. 

     A point can be made, and is well made by people with 

whom I’ve talked, that democracy is actually better 

served by the hybrid Australian ballot process we were 

forced to use in place of the in-person town meeting. 

More votes were cast on issues during the COVID era, 

utilizing a drive-by Australian ballot process, than were 

cast in previous traditional meetings. I see this point, but 

I still miss our Town Meetings. I look at the issue through 

the eyes of an aging man and see another time honored 

tradition disappearing from the scene. It saddens me a 

bit. Which leads me to the point of this narrative...  

     For years now, I’ve been thinking about the role the 

Morse family played in our Duxbury Town Meetings. Ever 

since Mark Morse stepped away from the podium as our 

Town Moderator, I’ve thought that the history of that Ver-

mont family’s role as Town Moderator should be recorded 

in our Duxbury Historical Society newsletter and archives. 

The tenure of the Morse family as Town Moderator in 

Duxbury is amazing to me. Morse family members served 

consecutive terms as Town Moderator from 1938-2017. I 

suppose it is possible that some other Vermont family in 

some small town served as many or more consecutive 

years as that role, but I rather doubt it. Eighty consecutive 

years of service as Town Moderator by a single family 

group is an incredible achievement and, most impressive 

of all, they performed their roles with distinction. 

     When I became interested in this project, I started a 

cursory search of the Morse role in our town’s history, 

and I quickly realized that the family has been a presence 

in Duxbury for a long, long time. 

In fact, the first Duxbury census 

in 1790 shows two Morses in 

Duxbury, David and John. Mark 

Morse, the last of the Morse 

line in the Town Moderator role, 

has done extensive research 

on his family’s Duxbury history, 

and he assured me that these 

two Morses were, in fact, in his 

family line. I thought I was a 

member of an ‘old Duxbury’ 

family - four generations of my 

father’s family, on both Dad’s 

father’s and mother’s side of 

the family - have lived in 

Duxbury. But I’m a newbie com-

pared to Mark and his Duxbury 

relatives. His ancestors were 

here at least one hundred 

years before mine showed up. 

     In my youth, I lived on what 

we then called the Breen Farm, 

now occupied by Mary and Ken 

Spencer, from 1945-1954. My 

mom always went to town 

meetings. My dad may have 

The Moderating Morses 

By Steve Grace 

Ralph Morse (right) and his son Wade. 
The Times Argus 

March 3, 1987 
Photo by Joanne Vecchiola 
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attended a couple, but he stayed out of town politics for 

the most part. We younger siblings (brother John, sister 

Marjorie and I) treated town meeting day as a holiday - we 

tagged along with our mother and played with our school 

friends out on the school playground while our parents 

hashed out town business on the upper floor of the 

Duxbury Corner School. The moderator was Ralph Morse. 

Ralph was a highly respected man - he was Roy De-

meritt’s second-in-command at the Demeritt’s mills in 

Duxbury and Waterbury, served in multiple town offices, 

and was Duxbury’s representative to the Vermont legisla-

ture at one time in that era. It was as if Ralph was born 

for his role as moderator. He was a highly intelligent, 

calm, dispassionate man and fair-minded to a fault. He 

ran a smooth, tight ship and I’m convinced he was highly 

respected by just about every Duxbury resident. My fami-

ly, I know, thought of him as an awfully good man.  

     Ralph had some ties to my siblings - he was the boss 

at Demeritt’s Mill in Waterbury when my three older broth-

ers were going to high school and all three of them 

worked at the mill during summer school vacations, work-

ing at the corn and bean canning factory and attending to 

the ladies making clothespins. Ralph was instrumental in 

their hiring and proved to be a stern, no-nonsense boss. 

All three of my brothers had the utmost respect for him 

and they credit him with instilling lasting lessons on the 

values of good work effort and ethics. 

     Ralph had two children, Wade and Barbara. Wade is 

one year older than I am. When the Crossett Hill one room 

schoolhouse was closed in 1950 and we Grace kids of 

grade school age were bussed to Duxbury Corner School, I 

became Wade’s schoolmate. Wade was 

a good kid, a good student, and a casu-

al friend of mine. After graduating from 

Duxbury Corner School and Waterbury 

High School, Wade became a success-

ful Duxbury and Waterbury business-

man. At a young age, Wade bought the 

Shell Filling Station on South Main 

Street in Waterbury, operating it profita-

bly for a few years. He then started a 

garage/car sales operation at the cur-

rent Snowfire location at Duxbury Cor-

ner. I believe Wade was successful in 

that operation as well. Later in life, he 

got out of the automotive field and be-

came the owner/operator of a bread 

route here in central Vermont. He is 

now retired and still lives in Duxbury, 

out in the field which was once part of 

his parents’ home on Crossett Hill 

Road. Wade became active in Duxbury 

governance at an early age. At one time 

or another, Wade served as road foreman, selectman, 

zoning administrator and justice of the peace. 

     When Ralph Morse hung up his shingle as Town Mod-

erator, Wade stepped into the job. It was a seamless tran-

sition for the most part. Wade learned well from his dad. 

He was knowledgeable and fair minded and did a first 

class job in moderating the meetings. One must remem-

ber that there were several Morse families living in 

Duxbury. It had to be tough for Ralph and Wade and, lat-

er, Mark to stay out of the fray when one or several of the 

Morse families were involved in a heated town debate of 

issues. When the Morses and the Shermans, another 

family with multiple households and a long, proud history 

in Duxbury, were on opposite sides of an issue, for in-

stance, it was like trying to control a firecracker in a gas 

can. It can be done, but it has to be handled mighty care-

fully. And it was not a rare occurrence for these two fami-

lies to be on opposite sides, I might add. However in fair-

ness to both families, the arguments/disagreements were 

debated in a civil manner and the issues were resolved 

peacefully, (but that didn’t prevent some mighty negative 

second guessing by the clan that lost the argument). Both 

Ralph and Wade were masterful at being fair minded and 

defusing any debates that got overheated. Everyone in 

attendance had to know where Ralph and Wade stood on 

these contested issues, but they kept the debate as civil 

as possible and showed no obvious partiality. Wade car-

ried on the family tradition and carried it on well.  

     When Wade decided it was time to pass on the mantle 

of town moderator to a younger person, Mark Morse was 

elected to the office. Mark got his introduction to public 
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Mark Morse moderating the 2015 Duxbury Town Meeting. 
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service early in his life. His father, Willis Morse, was 

Duxbury’s representative to the Vermont legislature multi-

ple times and his mother, Barbara Morse, was a longtime, 

well-respected Town Clerk. Mark served in the Vermont 

National Guard, worked at National Life Insurance Com-

pany for twenty years in the ADP field, and worked for the 

State of Vermont Public Safety Department as a Vermont 

State Police dispatcher. Mark has served his country, his 

state and his town in his lifetime and has served them all 

well (and has grumbled a bit about all of them, too). 

     Mark is a close relative of Ralph and Wade (Ralph’s 

nephew/Wade’s cousin) but he was not as fortunate as 

Wade in having a mentor like Ralph in his immediate fam-

ily. But Mark was up for the challenge. Mark, like Ralph 

and Wade before him, has served the town in multiple 

roles besides his Town Moderator role. He was a no-

nonsense guy, fair minded on issues, giving all sides 

equal time for debate, knew Robert’s Rules of Order, and 

proved to be another highly respected member of the 

Morse clan in the role as Town Moderator.  

     Times were changing rapidly when Mark assumed the 

job. He was managing a meeting with a significant num-

ber of new Duxbury residents. The old order of multi-

generation families on hill farms throughout the town was 

disappearing rapidly - new faces, new ideas were surfac-

ing at town meetings. In this way, I believe Mark’s tenure 

was more difficult than his Morse antecedents. Ralph and 

Wade saw, for the most part, familiar faces in the at-

tendees; Mark had to adjust to seeing faces at town 

meetings that he was seeing for the first time. But Mark 

handled the changes with fairness and efficiency. He 

quickly earned the support and respect of Duxbury’s citi-

zens.  

     Mark retired from his role as Town Moderator a few 

years back, in 2017. I must admit I have not been to a 

town meeting since.  As I grow older and the winters be-

come more intimidating, I head for Florida or North Caroli-

na in late winter. An escape from the cold and dreaded 

mud season has become an annual spring ritual. So I 

miss Town Meetings. I kind of disappeared from the Town 

Meeting scene when Mark stepped out of the job. Maybe 

it was meant to be. Somehow, for an old shanty Irishman 

like me, a Town Meeting just ain’t the same without a 

Morse at the podium. 

     (I feel remiss about writing an article about the Morse 

Town Moderator legacy without discussing the role of the 

Morse women as Town Clerks, Treasurers, and in other 

various offices in our town. Barbara Morse, Mark Morse’s 

mother, was town clerk in Duxbury for many years and 

Bonnie Morse, Mark’s wife, has also served in those 

roles, for instance. I liked/admired both of these ladies - 

guess I should say I still like Bonnie. Other Morse women 

served the town as auditors and budget committee mem-

bers. If I live long enough, I’ll pay my respects in a future 

article to those ladies and other women who have served 

our town with distinction in various positions.)  

R e m e m b e r  W h e n ?  
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Vermont Homespun  ~  As broadcast by “Old Squier” WDEV  ~  Copyright Lloyd Squier  

In winter we are of the kind 

Quite likely to improve the mind. 

We read a lot; and get to know 

If market price is high or low— 

We watch for sales and read the ads 

From jewelry to heating pads 

And right now, soon, or Winter Sport,  

Is figurin’ out the Town Report. 

 

When Town Reports are in the mail 

The family will never fail 

To all show int’rest, one by one, 

In what’s to do, or what’s been done. 

This new edition every year 

Is where the figures all appear,  

And shortly now, we’ll all recount 

Just who got paid, and what amount. 

 

Newspaper-like, the book has facts 

On sports, statistics and the tax— 

How much we’ve spent of what we raised, 

How much we’ve lost or how much saved— 

There’s graphs and estimates to show 

Where next year’s tax is apt to go, 

And “Personals,” for which we thirst, 

Are “Orders Drawn” — we look there first. 

 

The younger ones will likely dwell 

On Recreation, and how well 

The Skating Rink and Swimming Pool 

Worked out to supplement the School. 

They’ll look to see if there will be 

A Skiing Class to go to, free, 

But figures leave ‘em kinda lost, 

And they’ve small int’rest in the cost.  

 

From Town Reports we learn the facts 

About the Budget and the Tax 

Proposed for all the year ahead. 

What’s done is done—and now, instead, 

The Budget gets to be the thing 

Compared with what was raised last Spring. 

We look to see just who was “short” 

With jaundiced eye, in this Report. 

The Overseer’s part seems long, 

Expenses there run pretty strong— 

The Winter Maintenance is high 

Without much snow from out the sky— 

We study figures spent on roads 

Which sure add up to the high tax loads— 

And con each separate account  

For who got paid, and what amount. 

 

All through the year there is no way 

To know these things, from day to day. 

The Officers that we elect 

Are trying hard, but we suspect 

If we looked after every trade 

There’d be some bigger savings made— 

At least, it’s out, and we can count 

The ones were paid, and what amount. 

 

We fuss and fume, and storm and stew, 

How we could speak a piece or two 

On how some drew a full week’s pay— 

“But find ‘em? No! Not any day.” 

We try to see just where they spent 

The taxes raised and money lent, 

And stand convinced, expenses mount 

‘Cause some got paid such great amount. 

 

With lots of things we disagree— 

Some wastefulness we think we see, 

But one part always reads real good. 

The Auditor has understood 

We’re waiting for our Winter Sport 

That comes with every Town Report, 

And makes real plain in his Account 

Just who got paid—and what amount! 

On Town Reports 
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