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N E W S  A N D  

U P C O M I N G  

E V E N T S  

 

 
 

 There will be no No-

vember meeting. 

 We are selling holiday 

wreaths and having 

our annual bake sale. 
Please see this page 

for details. 

D u x b u r y  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  I n c .  

D O  Y O U  H A V E  A  
P H O T O  O F  A   

P E R S O N  O R  P L A C E  
W E  C A N  U S E  F O R  

A  M Y S T E R Y   
P H O T O ?  I F  S O ,  

P L E A S E  S U B M I T  
T O  A  N E W S L E T T E R  

C O M M I T T E E   
M E M B E R  T O D A Y !  

T H A N K  Y O U !  

 

Annual Bake Sale 
 

Our Duxbury Historical Society will be holding its annual bake sale on  

Friday, November 13th, from 9 a.m. until 11 a.m. in front of Kinney Drugs 

in Waterbury. The sale will feature a variety of homemade baked goods. 

This will be a great opportunity for deer hunters to stock-up on their way  

to camp, and also to benefit our local historical society.  

If you are able to, please help contribute to this fundraiser by  

dropping off baked goods for the sale. 

Questions: please call Mary at 244-7558. 

W e hope everyone is doing well and staying healthy. Due to COVID-19 

precautions, we will not have a November meeting.  

 

*Reminder: Memberships expire December 31, 2020. Dues for 2021 are 
being accepted. Please mail your dues to Mark Morse, Treasurer (see back 

of newsletter), which will help defray postage costs of reminders. If you did 

not receive a reminder via mail or email, it’s because you are already paid 

up through at least 2021. 

Wreath Sale 

 

Attention members and friends of the Duxbury Historical  

Society! It is time again to order holiday wreaths!  

 

Our always beautiful and decorated wreaths will be 

available for delivery on November 7th.  

They are $20 each. We will also have mailing boxes 

available for your convenience at $4 each.  

These wreaths make wonderful gifts.  

For questions or ordering, please call either  

Mark at 244-7080 or Donnie at 244-7558. 
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S o c i e t y  B u s i n e s s  

Archival/Preservation Committee Report 
 

Members: Eulie Costello, Lori Morse, Bonnie Morse, Mark Morse 

 

 Catalogued latest artifact donations. 

 Scanned several photos of the Crossett, Palmer, Huntley, and Shonio families. 

 

D u x b u r y  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  I n c .  

 

A  R e c i p e  t o  S h a r e  

 

Monetary Donations 
   

Connie Dolloff         *         Stephanie Koonz         *         William O’Brien 
 

Jim & Wendy Welch         *         Mo & Barb Lavanway         *         Ed & Marjorie Gormel  

 

Donated Artifacts/Documents/Ephemera  

Mary Tuft 

 Photos of the Sylvester Vigilante family & homestead in Dowsville. 

 

Don Welch 

 Newspaper Article & Photos of Don Fields & “The Pony Boys” Band 

 Article written by Don relating to Frank & Anna Grow with color photo 

 

Bob Morse 

 1933 framed photo of Demeritt Mill on Crossett Hill 

 Washington County Gazetteer 1783-1889 

 Two reference books on how to research your ancestry 

 

Myra Perry 

 Photo album relating to renovations, etc. of the Phillips, Landon-Hayden, and Crossett Hill cemeteries.  

 

Mix together flour, sugar, baking powder, 

salt and baking soda in a medium mixing 

bowl. Stir in orange juice, shortening, 

orange peel and egg. Mix until well blend-

ed. Stir in cranberries and nuts. Spread 

evenly in a greased 9x5 inch loaf pan. 

Bake at 350 degrees for 55 mins or until 

a toothpick inserted in the center comes 

out clean. Cool on rack for 15 minutes. 

Remove from pan, cool completely. 

Makes 1 loaf.  

2 cups flour 

1 cup sugar 

1 ½ tsp baking powder 

1 tsp salt 

½ tsp baking soda 

¾ cup orange juice 

2 Tbs shortening 

1 Tbs grated orange peel 

1 egg, well beaten 

1 ½ cup fresh or frozen cranberries, coarsely chopped 

½ cup chopped nuts  

Cranberry Fruit Nut Bread 
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F o u n d  i n  t h e  A r c h i v e s  

D u x b u r y  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  I n c .  

 

The Green Mountain Independent 
November 30, 1978 

The Valley Independent 
July 27, 1977 



 
 

T r a g e d y  o n  C o u c h i n g  L i o n  
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TRAGEDY ON COUCHING LION 
 

     What is thought to be the first death from accident on The Long Trail occurred on May 8, 1933.  A group of six mem-

bers of the Dartmouth Outing Club had climbed to the huts just below the summit on a weekend trip. Sunday morning 

was spent on the mountain, exploring the summit and admiring the view. On the spur of the moment two of the hikers 

attempted the climb over the ledge on the south side of the peak, when D. W. Taylor, a Freshman, slipped and fell to 

the talus, rolling thence to tree-line, where he was picked up by his comrade with fractures of the skull, neck and arm. 

He never regained consciousness, and died in the Mary Fletcher Hospital in Burlington the following day.  

     The Outing Club has received permission from the Trustees of the Green Mountain Club to place a bronze tablet on 

the summit, partly as a memorial to this 18-year-old student, and partly as a warning to others. The Trail itself, while 

thrilling to the hiker, is reasonably safe for the most inexperienced; climbing cliffs is fraught with danger even to experi-

enced climbers equipped for the work. It is hoped that it may be many years before death again takes to our Trail. 
          

             ~ This document was found in the archives. Author and date unknown. 

Report on Camel’s Hump Trip of May 6, 1933 
 

     Party consisting of “Farmer” Kirkham ’33, Dean Lamson ’35, “Rod” Ladd ’36 and Denton Taylor ’36, left for Cam-

el’s Hump, 85 miles away, at 1:30 P.M. Saturday, May 6, 1933. Uneventful ride to the base at Couching Lion Farm 

in “Farmer’s” car. Arrived at 4:30 and started climbing the mountain about 5, reaching top at about 7 after wading 

through snow for the last ¾ mile. Ate supper and hit the hay.   

     Routed out of bed at 6 by the sun, and proceeded to consume huge quantities of bacon, eggs, toast and coffee, 

while Farmer added to this the corn chowder left over from the night before.  After breakfast (about 9 o’clock) I took 

Ladd, Lamson and Taylor up to the peak to show them the country and point out the most interesting sights. After 

this I returned to the cabin to relieve Kirkham who was tending fire, in order that he might go up to the top. I told the 

fellows that the sugar on snow that we were going to have would be ready soon and that I would call them. Lamson 

came down from the peak about half an hour later and helped me get dinner ready. A little while after this, Ladd 

showed up and we had some sugar on snow. After calling to Farmer and Taylor for some time, I started up the 

mountain looking for them. When I reached the peak, I could hear them talking and they answered my shouts telling 

me to go around to the base of the cliff. When I did so, I was quite surprised to see Taylor clinging to the face of the 

cliff, unable to move in any direction more than a few feet. He said that he had been there for about ¾ of an hour.  

Farmer had gone back to the cabin to get a rope, his hands were numb from clinging there so long, and that he was 

going to descend about eight feet to a slight projection where he could sit down while waiting for the rope. In doing 

this he lost his footing and tumbled and rolled down the cliff and over the jagged rocks at the bottom, a distance of 

about a hundred feet. After locating him in the deep under brush and finding that he was still breathing, I propped 

him up and ran back over the trail to the cabin from which Kirkham was just returning with a rope. I sent Lamson 

down the Forest Service trail with instructions to get help and to send them back over the Montclair Glen trail to-

ward which we would be carrying Taylor. Ladd, Kirkham and myself returned to the base of the cliff where a stretch-

er was made of a blanket, blanket pins, and two small trees. Kirkham and I carried the stretcher while Ladd carried 

a rope, axe, and extra blanket. I sent Ladd down the trail with the extra equipment since there was little he could do 

to help us. Taylor fell off the cliff at 10:30 A.M. Ladd and Lamson returned with a doctor and his chauffeur. The doc-

tor waited at the foot of the cliffs in the Glen while his chauffeur rendered us invaluable assistance in negotiating 

the rest of the distance to the foot of the cliff. The distance from the foot of the cliff on Camel’s Hump from which 

Taylor fell and the foot of the cliffs overhanging Montclair Glen is about a mile and a quarter. The trail from then on 

was easily negotiable and I sent Ladd back down for stretcher bearers to relieve us. The relief met us about a mile 

from Couching Lion Farm and they carried the injured man in from there.  

     Lamson went in the doctor’s car to the Mary Fletcher Hospital in Burlington, while Kirkham, Ladd and myself re-

turned to the top of the mountain to get the packs. The men on the trip conducted themselves admirably and the 

greatest praise should go to “Farmer” Kirkham who gave invaluable assistance. 

~  J. Edward Marceau, Trip Leader 
 

Editor’s Note: The ’33, ’35, and ’36 in the first sentence refers to the year the students were to graduate from Dartmouth Co llege.  

Research by: Brian Lindner 
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Huts on Camel’s Hump where the hikers spent their first night. 
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Door plate on the Christ Church, Short Hills, New Jersey. 
Photo by Lynne Ranieri, M-SH Historical Society 

Hikers who were with Denton Taylor 
when he fell on Camel’s Hump 

 
Dunham Kirkham 

Born: 12/15/1909 
Died: 07/01/2002 

Age: 92 
Union, Maine 

 
Roderick M. Ladd 

Born: 03/15/1915 
Died: 05/26/1991 

Age: 76 
Scituate, Massachusetts 

 
Joseph Edward Marceau, Jr. 

Born: 04/20/1912 
Died: 04/07/2009 

Age: 97 
Spofford, New Hampshire 
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F o u n d  i n  t h e  A r c h i v e s  

D u x b u r y  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  I n c .  

November 26, 1981 



DON’T FORGET THE NEXT MEETING NOVEMBER 14TH - 7PM 
CROSSETT BROOK MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Newsletter    Newsletter 

Kelly Welch    Maureen Harvey 

5631 Vermont Route 100   1293 River Road 

Duxbury, VT 05676   Duxbury, VT 05676 

802-244-5627    802-244-8912 

Email: kwelch@adelphia.net   Email: mharvey@harveygear.com 

 

If you have any comments or contributions for the newsletter we would love to hear from you. 

QuestionsGeneral Questions 

Don Welch, President 

318 Main St. 

Duxbury, VT 05676 

 

Membership 

Mark Morse, Treasurer 

804 Vermont Route 100 

South Duxbury, VT 05660 

 

General Questions 

Don Welch, President 

318 Main St. 

Duxbury, VT 05676 

 

Membership 

Mark Morse, Treasurer 

804 Vermont Route 100 

South Duxbury, VT 05660 

Julie Wilder  Phone: 802-223-0006  E-mail: huckfinnvt@myfairpoint.net 

 

 

D u x b u r y  h i s t o r i c a l  

S o c i e t y ,  I n c .  

8 0 4  V T  R o u t e  1 0 0  

S o u t h  D u x b u r y ,  V T  

0 5 6 6 0  

DON’T FORGET THE NEXT MEETING -  
NOVEMBER MEETING IS CANCELED 

Newsletter  

Kelly Welch  Phone: 802-244-5627 E-mail: welchkelly2014@yahoo.com  
Alison Magnani  Phone: 802-244-1915 E-mail: a.magnani@outlook.com 

Skip Flanders  Phone: 802-244-5529 E-mail: wtbskip@comcast.net 

If you have any comments or contributions for the newsletter we would love to hear from you. 

 

Webmaster 

Ken Spencer  Phone: 802-244-5680 E-mail: kenspencer197@gmail.com 

www.DuxburyVT.com 

President: Don Welch  Phone: 802-244-7558  E-mail: dmwelch136@yahoo.com  

Vice President: Christian Magnani Phone: 802-244-1915  E-mail: c.magnani@outlook.com 

Treasurer: Mark Morse  Phone: 802-244-7080  E-mail: markmorsevt@myfairpoint.net 

Secretary: Laura Titus  Phone: 802-496-6328  E-mail: lauratitus3030@yahoo.com 
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C O N T A C T  I N F O R M A T I O N  

General Questions 
Don Welch, President 

318 Main St. 
Duxbury, VT  05676 

 
Membership 

Mark Morse, Treasurer 
804 VT Route 100 

South Duxbury, VT  05660 


