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N E W S  A N D  

U P C O M I N G  

E V E N T S  

 

Next Meeting:  

Feb. 20, 7 pm, CBMS 
 

 Annual elections will 

take place at the 

meeting.  

 We will host the pot-

luck luncheon at 

Town Meeting 2018. 

D u x b u r y  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  I n c .  

 

O ur next meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 20th,7 pm, in 

the Crossett Brook Middle School cafeteria. The business meeting 

will include the annual election of all officers and those scheduled trus-

tees whose term will end.  

     Our program will be a PowerPoint presentation by Skip Flanders. It 

will include class photos of the South Duxbury School and the Duxbury 

Corner School during the time period of about 1929 through the mid 

1930s. The Moretown students from the Rock Bridge area attended 

Duxbury Corner School and are included in this program. The teachers 

were Charlotte (Barney) Clifton and Evelynn Shontell. Many of the stu-

dents in the photos are not identified so we will appreciate your 

knowledge in naming those not already known. This will be your quiz for 

the evening. Also included in the presentation will be early photos of 

the Barney family of North Duxbury. All are welcome, so please come, 

bring a friend, and help us out. Refreshments will be furnished. 
Last Issue’s  

Mystery Photo:  

William Douglas 

Town Meeting 2018 

 

O ur society will once again host a potluck luncheon for 

Duxbury’s annual town meeting. The cost will be $5.00 per 

person. If possible, please bring a hot dish, salad, or dessert (NO 

NUTS or PEANUT OIL) to add to the feast. Beverages and rolls will 

be provided. Our society will also have coffee and 

donuts available in the morning. Any questions, 

please call Mary Ethel Welch at 244-7558. 

G U E S S  W H O ?  
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S o c i e t y  B u s i n e s s  

Archival/Preservation Committee Report 
 

Members: Eulie Costello, Lori Morse, Bonnie Morse, Mark Morse 
 

     We continue to catalog donations, scan photos, and review/update existing documents to ensure they are properly 

identified and stored.       

 

Monetary Donations 
 

Stephanie Koonz     *     Mary Whitcomb     *     Al & Bev Young     *      Willis Morse     *     Janet & Ralph Ainsworth 
 

Dale Christie     *     Kathy Grace     *     Jim & Wendy Welch     *     Cathy Fisk 

D u x b u r y  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  I n c .  

A Recipe to Share 
 

Our Society members are great cooks and we’d like to feature some of your recipes in the newsletter. If you have 

a recipe you’d like to share, please submit it to the newsletter committee. The recipe in this issue is courtesy of 

Phyllis Grout. 

 

 

 

Peanut Butter Brownies 

2 eggs 

1 cup sugar 

½ cup brown sugar 

¼ cup creamy peanut butter 

2 Tbsp margarine or butter 

1 tsp vanilla 

1 1/3 cup unsifted flour 

1 Tbsp baking powder 

½ tsp salt 

2 Tbsp chopped peanuts  

In a mixing bowl combine eggs, sugars, peanut butter, 

margarine, and vanilla. Whip at medium speed until 

thoroughly blended. Add flour, baking powder, and 

salt; continue mixing until smooth. Spread batter 

evenly in a greased 9 inch square pan and sprinkle 

with chopped peanuts. Bake in a 350 degree oven for 

30 minutes. Cut while warm. Enjoy! 

 

November Food Sale   
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We held our annual bake sale on  

November 18, in front of Kinney’s in Waterbury. This 

turned out to be very successful on a rather cold day!  

Our proceeds were $146. Due to the generosity of 

Kinney’s and the many bakers that supported us,  

we had a good day. We also wish to thank all who 

stopped by and supported the society.  

Many thanks to Shawn Perry and Kelly Welch  

for enduring the weather to make this happen.   

~Sincerely, Mary Ethel Welch 
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D u x b u r y  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  I n c .  

 



 
 

F r a n c i s  V a u g h n  
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~Donnie Welch 

Remembering Francis Vaughn 

1919-2017 
 

     Francis lived in several towns that surrounded Duxbury but because his life 

involved so much in this town, it seemed like he lived in Duxbury most of his life. 

He was very community-minded with his church, Dillingham Grange (that had 

been previously in Moretown and Duxbury), and also an earlier Duxbury Histori-

cal Society.  

     He was small in stature, quiet and agreeable in mannerism with a slow and 

steadying voice, yet Francis could be stalwart and decisive with rebuttals.  

     His ambition was expressed by many accomplishments in his earlier years by 

purchasing a burned out building lot with much debris to clean up prior to build-

ing his own home. He also constructed a miniature automobile, piece by piece, 

from either discarded material or a part that he removed from its former life that 

would fit his need. On top of this, he usually had a garden each summer that 

consisted of his favorite vegetables and annual flowers galore.  

     Most summers, Francis and his wife Roberta would host a child from New 

York City during the Fresh Air program. Brian Rogers was one of these children 

and he returned to this family for many years. Brian also visited them in their 

twilight years.  

     Francis and Roberta also enjoyed heading for the sunny south during winters, 

escaping our frigid and brutal weather. All in all, Francis enjoyed his friends, his 

community, his family, and his life.     

Photos courtesy of the Burton Green Family  

Roberta and Francis Vaughn 

Francis, Roberta, and Bev (Driscoll) Wrisley 
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D u x b u r y  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  I n c .  
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W hen I was a boy staying with 

my grandparents, Ray and 

Marion Davis, on the North 

Duxbury farm for the summer in 

the late 1950s, I had an oppor-

tunity to ride daily in that historic 

old green Ford pickup. Each day, 

seven days a week, after break-

fast, I would ride with my grandfa-

ther Ray in the pickup with eight 

10-gallon milk cans identified by 

the number 70 painted in red, to 

the Mt. Mansfield creamery near 

the railroad station. By the late 

1950s this vehicle was suffering 

from years of salt and rust on the 

streets and highways of Waterbury 

and Duxbury. The fenders rattled 

and the tailgate was wired up. No 

one shared with me the history of 

the vehicle I had the privilege of 

riding in. I did not learn about the 

origin of that 1946 Ford pickup 

until 2014 when I was doing some 

research in the old Waterbury Rec-

ord newspapers. I was surprised 

when I came across this June 

1946 article announcing that Ray 

Davis was to receive the first new 

vehicle since the war. The vehicle 

was delivered through the W.E. 

Collins Ford dealership on North 

Main Street owned by William 

“Bill” Collins.  

     That old pickup was the all-

purpose farm vehicle that took the 

milk to the creamery, carried hay, 

carried tons of grain in 100 pound 

bags from the railroad station, 

loads of sawdust from Demeritt’s 

or Ravlin’s sawmills, carried fire-

First New Car in 1946 Goes to Duxbury Farmer Ray Davis 
  

By Skip Flanders 
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wood, and any other chore 

that needed doing on the 

farm.  

     I don’t know what hap-

pened to that historic old 

pickup. It was traded for a 

1960s Chevy pickup that 

didn’t last nearly as long.  

     I do wish we had a bet-

ter picture of Ray and 

Ralph with that new pickup 

in 1946.  

     Going through old pho-

tos, I found two showing 

the pickup in use. The first 

is a photo taken in 1946 of 

Ralph sitting in the back 

with the tailgate down and 

milk cans in the back. 

Daughter Ethel is in the 

baby carriage. The other is 

a photo taken in 1952 show-

ing the Ford pickup backed into the hay-

mow with a load of hay bales with Ralph 

and son Ralph Charles. Ralph appears to 

be untying the rope holding the bales on 

the load. You can see the tan plastic trim 

on the grill and hood described in the 1946 

newspaper article.  

 

 

Ray T. Davis and his son,  
Ralph P. Davis 
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If you have any comments or contributions for the newsletter we would love to hear from you. 
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