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SOCIETY BUSINESS
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UPCOMING L] ur next DHS meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 21st, 7 pm, in the L]
° Crossett Brook Middle School library. °
EVENTS February is the month for our annual election of all officers and those scheduled
® trustees. During the business meeting, our Building Committee will probably enlighten @
Next Meeting: o those attending with the progress thus far with the church and also Sunshine Hall. °
Feb. 21st, 7 pm, Following the business meeting, Skip and Donnie will give a presentation on the
CBMS library ® history of the Duxbury Grange and the husbandry it practiced. Refreshments will be °
° served. °
® 6 6 o o o o oo o oo o o o o o o o o o o oo o o o
E—E
DO YOU HAVE A
PHOTO OF A Annual Fall Bake Sale Update
PERSON OR PLACE
WE CAN USE FOR A Our annual fall bake sale was held on November 11, 2022, in front of Kinney Drugs in
MYSTERY Waterbury. Thanks to your generous donations, we netted $203 for the Society. A big
o LFI’EI-)\ % I: 0; U IBFMSI‘ TO o thank you to everyone involved with this fundraiser and another big thank you to
A NEWSLETTER Kinney Drugs for allowing us to set up outside their storefront.
COMMITTEE
MEMBER TODAY!
THANK YOU!
Annual Wreath Sale Update
Our annual wreath sale was
a success again thanks to ]
everyone who sold, bought, g
and delivered the wreaths. =
We raised $875 for the §
Society. Great job, everyone! (‘g"
7St 2
e oa
‘ ml

\\




s

UNDER THE HUMP \\

DUXBURY HISTORICAL SOCIETY,

SOCIETY BUSINESS

INC.

Archival/Preservation Committee Report

Members: Eulie Costello, Lori Morse, Bonnie Morse, Mark Morse

The committee continues to receive and record donated artifacts and documents.
We updated the family files with new and/or updated facts, news articles, etc.
We have several donations yet to be catalogued which will be included in upcoming issues.

ST TSSO

Donated Artifacts/Documents/Ephemera

Zelda Lavanway - Genealogy information regarding Hartshorn/Lavanway families.

Zelda Lavanway - Published book regarding 1927 flood.

Mark Morse/Brian Lindner - Information regarding 1973 fatal auto accident of 1973.

Wendy Welch - Circa 1951 Duxbury Corner School photo.

Wendy Welch - School District #1 Governance Comm. Ledger.
Waterbury Historical Society - Several years of Waterbury Longhorn yearbooks.

Town of Duxbury - Large storage shelf.

Jim & Wendy Welch * Mary Whitcomb * Rachel Cubit * George & Shari Welch * Mo & Barb Lavanway *

Monetary Donations

Al & Bev Young * Judy Douglas * Stephanie Koonz * Alan & Audrey Quackenbush *
Bob & Kathy Grace * Georgia O'Brien * Brian Lindner * John & Cindy Senning *

Catherine Gjessing *

Gary & Sherry Winnie * Jill Smith *

Marshall-Carney Family Charity Fund—in memory of Howard & Catherine Sherman *
Multiple donors from food sales at Town meetings

RECIPES TO SHARE

The recipes below are from My Joy of Baking by Helen B. Davis.

Maple Taffy

Place 1c.maple syrup and 1c.sugar in a
saucepan. Blend with wooden spoon, over low
heat until sugar and syrup comes to a boil,
stirring well.  Stir in 1/4tsp. cream of tartar
which has been mixed with 1/2Tbsp vinegar.
Add 1 Tbsp. butter and allow mixture to boil
without stirring; until it reaches 260°. Remove
from heat. Pour onto a buttered platter to cool.
As the edges of the candy cool fold toward the
center. When cool enough to handle, take up
and pull using the tips of the fingers as much as
possible. Roll the candy into strips and cut into
pieces. *The first time my two sisters, Rebecca,
Mary and | ever tried this was at our teacher’s
home in Cambridge, Vt. Vera Nichols was our
teacher, and boarded at our parents; married
Raymond McNall, and they were like our own
family. At this time; Rebecca was dating a
fellow, in that area, and Vera had invited us
down for the weekend; and that night we made
this Taffy. What an experience!

Maple Butternut Fudge

4c.maple syrup, 2/3c.cream and 2tsp.butter.
Boil until it reaches a soft ball stage 235°.
Remove from heat and let cool down to
110°and stir until mixture thickens. Add 1/2c.
butternuts and pour into a butter pan; 8”x 8”.
Cool and cut into squares.* We were sugaring
at that time, so had our own maple syrup; so |
entered it at the Barre Farm Show in 1966 and
won first prize. We also had our own butternut
trees. Grandpa Davis (Ray) would crack them,
and give me a big coffee jar full of butternut
meats, every Christmas. | kept them as though
they were gold nuggets; for contests.

*One year, | entered a Grange Contest, and of
course used my ‘gold nuggets’! The judge, Betty
Carr said, “Your butternuts are rancid”. | sure
kept that jar too long; and learned to always
check the taste of those ‘gold nuggets’ before |
ever used in any recipe.
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“PIE FOR BREAKFAST?”

-

Maureen Harvey and the Selectboard asked our Society to serve donated pies for their "Pie for Breakfast" on Saturday,
January 7th, 2023, at Crossett Brook Middle School. This was their first adventure for an informational pre-meeting prior to
your Australian vote in March, which will take the place of Town Meeting.

Once again, we were pleased to serve the Town and the Selectboard. The town folks were very generous with donations and
also great cooks! We netted $303.25 for the Society. Thank you to everyone who contributed in any way.

P I il a

Kelly Welch, Mary Ethel Welch, and Donnie Welch ready to
serve the donated treats.

< g .y

Mary Ethel Welch and Mame McKee getting the pie
tables ready for the crowd.

Shawn Perry photos.
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We interrupt your reading about Duxbury history for
an update on the present and future of our Duxbury
Historical Society. These are exciting times! In Septem-
ber 2022 the history of our Society and that of the
South Duxbury Church merged as the property was
deeded to us. Both the church and the Sunshine Hall of
the Temperance Society have been essentially unused
for about two decades. Establishing ownership was a
difficult endeavor. According to Vermont law a church
that has been unused for a long period of time be-
comes the property of the national organization of the
last known congregation. Once the United Church of
Christ recently became aware of the situation they gen-
erously agreed to deed the property to us. Now the two
buildings on the property can provide a home for us,
and we can revitalize them. A major goal imagined by
the DHS founders since our inception in 2005 has been
realized!

Do you have any photos or memories of the church?
We would love it if you shared. If you are not so familiar
with it we encourage you to read the history of our prop-
erty in the September 2008 newsletter (Issue 11).

Both structures have been listed on the Vermont
Register of Historic Places since 1990. The two build-
ings are very different. The church is much older, (built
in 1855), but it is also in much better condition. We
shall certainly strive to keep and even improve its 19th
century aesthetic. It's fun to imagine the many types of
events that could be held there during Society, school
and public gatherings. The Sunshine Hall (built about
1890) has a lot more open space so it will be possible
to rework it to accommodate our other planned addi-
tions: kitchen and reception area, museum space and a
record storage area for research. A restroom in Sun-
shine Hall is also sorely needed. An addition for Sun-
shine Hall will probably be needed to accomplish all of
this. There is presently no water or septic service to

Photo of the South Duxbury church taken in 1908.
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BUILDING COMMITTEE REPORT

either building. The electric wiring is old and needs sig-
nificant expansion. Wheelchair access needs to be add-
ed for both buildings. Accommodating all of these uses
and improvements will require patience, capital and a
lot of involvement by many members. The long effort
that it took to take possession of the property shows we
have the patience. So how do we get started?

In early October the officers called a meeting attend-
ed by themselves and the trustees to start a plan for
the big job ahead. Only a few specifics came from that
meeting but important committees got started. The
Building Committee was established: it includes the
trustees helped by two other members. From the Build-
ing Committee sprang the Fundraising Committee that
now includes three other willing Duxbury residents.
Both of these committees have established regular

Attendees entering the church on December 21, 2022.

Shawn Perry photo.
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BUILDING COMMITTEE REPORT

meetings and specific agenda items are being addressed.
We plan to keep you up to date on their progress in these
newsletter pages going forward.

A big leap forward occurred on December 21 when the
officers and all available committee members met at the
church to learn from Jackson Evans, an expert from the
Preservation Trust of Vermont (PTV). He guides numerous

[

Jackson Evans speaking to the attendees inside the church on
December 21, 2022.

preservation projects around the state using his previous
experience as an antique window restorer and present
position as president of the Braintree Historical Society
which also maintains an old church. Our relationship with
him will be ongoing as he helps us in contacting remodel-
ing experts and guides us towards possible fundraising
agencies. He has already volunteered financial support
through the PTV for a property condition assessment re-
port. After the discussion session in an unheated church

on a sunny but cold morning, we toured the Sunshine Hall.

Through the pictures here you can perhaps join with us in
imagining sitting listening to a service or live music or a
presentation in the old church that is heated and has a
Duxbury Historical Society sign over the front door. It is
already a beautiful old space that we hope can soon be
open to many.

The town of Duxbury has already supported us as the
Board of Listers just voted unanimously to grant property
tax exempt status for our new piece of real estate. We are

Attendees move to the Sunshine Hall.

in the initial stages of applying for federal local recovery
funds administered by the Selectboard.

We can already look back at the history of our Society
and thank everyone who has worked to get us to the point
of having our own home. To avoid forgetting anyone we
won’t mention any names here, but know you are appreci-
ated. Every member reading this has undoubtedly contrib-
uted towards getting us to this point. Please feel free to
add your ideas to our still developing committees. Our
project is just getting started...

A candle sitting in one of the windows of the church.

Shawn Perry photo.

Shawn Perry photo.
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“Pomp and Circumstance”

Linda Romprey
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President: Don Welch

Treasurer: Mark Morse
Secretary: Laura Titus

General Questions
Don Welch, President
318 Main St.
Duxbury, VT 05676

Membership
Mark Morse, Treasurer

804 VT Route 100
South Duxbury, VT 05660

Vice President: Christian Magnani

R HISTOR
CONTACT

Phone: 802-244-7558
Phone: 802-244-1915
Phone: 802-244-7080

Phone: 802-496-6328

Newsletter
Kelly Welch
Alison Magnani
Skip Flanders

Webmaster
Ken Spencer

www.DuxburyVT.com

DON’T FORGET THE NEXT MEETING - FEB. 21ST
CROSSETT BROOK MIDDILE SCHOOL - 7 PM

Phone: 802-244-1915
Phone: 802-244-5529
If you have any comments or contributions for the newsletter we would love to hear from you.

Phone: 802-279-2575

E-mail: dmwelch136@yahoo.com
E-mail: c.magnani@outlook.com
E-mail: markmorsevt@myfairpoint.net
E-mail: Imtitus3030@gmail.com

E-mail: welchkelly2014@yahoo.com
E-mail: a.magnani@outlook.com
E-mail: wtbskip@comcast.net

E-mail: kenspencer197@gmail.com

N
DUXBURY HISTORICAL
SOCIETY, INC
804 VT RouTE 100
SOUTH DUXBURY, VT
05660



