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UPCOMING
EVENTS

May 11 meeting
at CBMS, 7 pm

e  Our annual plant
sale fundraiser has
begun! Please see
page 15 for more
info. and use the
order form in this
newsletter. Orders
are due by May 15.

e The VT History Expo
at Tunbridge is June
26-27. We are
searching for copies
of photos of the
Bolton Falls Dam
along with its his-
tory. Contact Don
Welch if you can
contribute info.
and/or volunteer
your time at the
booth.
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Under the Hump

Society Business

May 11th, following the business  blances. (Do you recognize those ears?
eeting, members of the Duxbury =~ Come prepared to reminisce about dayg

Historical Society will share personal gone by! We encourage you to bring
photographs, anecdotes, (and maybe a  along your own family stories and photo
few tall tales!) featuring the people of to share!

Duxbury. A presentation of old and new 0/ N\

photos spanning generations will give

the crowd a chance to test their memo-

ries and their ability to spot family resem-

5

Vermont History Expo 2010
June 2627, 10 am-5 pm
Tunbridge Fairgrounds

I he Vermont History Expo is an excit- The theme this vy
ing and educational way to learn Land Againdé and we
more about Ver mont &gethdnan®xhibitralyoutthe Bolton Falls

people. There are over 150 historical Dam. We are searching for copies of ph
societies, museums, and heritage organi- tos of the Bolton Falls Dam and its his-

zations that present exhibits, fun family  tory. If you have photos and/or informa-
activities, music, performances, and tion to contribute, please contact Don

food. When you visit the exhibits you will Welch. We are also looking for volunteef

meet new people, reconnect with old to watch the booth on Saturday and Surf
acquaintances, and learn more about day so if you can volunteer even just an
other towns. There is truly something for hour of time on one or both of those
everyone at the Expo. days, it would be most helpful.

Last |l ssueds Phot o:

Being fortunate to have been born and raised in
Duxbury, it gives me great satisfaction to take part in
the preservation of our
future generations.




Syrup

Harvey family sugarhouse and team
(photo courtesy of the Harvey family)

By Maureen Harvey

any years ago it was quite common for the residents of

Duxbury to tap trees that they had on their property and
make maple syrup to stock the family pantry with the sweet-
ener. The early method of preparing syrup would consist of
tapping the tree with a strike from an ax and placing a trough
in the mark made by the strike. The sap from one or more
troughs would make its way to a pail for collection. The sap
would be collected in pails carried on a yoke and if the snow
was deep you made the task easier by wearing snowshoes. If
you had horses they would pull a sleigh with a collection tank
to make for an easier collection. The sap was delivered to an
iron kettle heated by a wood fire to be boiled down to syrup or
sugar. These products tended to be darker in color because
the imperfections of ash and leaves were not filtered out as
they were in later methods.

VA

Davis team (Mac Wilder photo)
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Making

Pete Berno collecting sap (Mac Wilder photo)

I n January of 1893 the Mapl
was formed in Morrisville, Vermont. James E. Crossett of Dux-
bury was a member of the Association. Their objective was to
increase the quality of the Vermont maple products. They
considered themselves the best manufacturers of maple
sugar and syrup and issued a protected label that was to only
be used by the members. The label represented the products
that met the association cri
adulteration. 6 Each member h
with the Association Secretary that they would only use it

Vermont Maple Sugar Makers Association lalfel894
(courtesy of George Welch)
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