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òLife in Washington Countyó 
 

On February 9, following the business meeting, 

the DHS will host a presentation of òLife in 
Washington County,ó the fifth installment in a 

series of videos depicting life in each county of 
Vermont.  

 

Each video is a collaborative effort between 
the students of Johnson State College, under 

the direction of Senator/Professor William 
Doyle, and the film production company Pere-

grine Productions, operated by Duxbury Histori-
cal Society member Vince Franke. òLife in 

Washington Countyó joins Grand Isle, Chitten-
den, Franklin, Orleans, and Lamoille counties, 

which have been previously produced. Caledo-
nia county is slated for production and release 

in 2011.  
 

These videos depict life of years long past and 
feature local residents of the various towns 

within the county explaining the life and times 
of the community. Some of the 19 residents 

featured in the Washington County segment 
are: Mary Reagan, Duxbury; Gleason Ayers, 

Waterbury; Jack Smith, Waitsfield; Huguette 
Abbott, Fayston, and George Thomas,  

Middlesex. There are over 200 historical pho-
tographs depicted in the video. 

 
Each video is approximately 35-60 minutes. 

DVDs for the counties completed are priced at 

$16 each (includes tax) and will be available 

for sale at the February 9 presentation. A por-
tion of the proceeds will be donated to the 

Duxbury Historical Society. Contact your 
friends and relatives and join us for an enter-

taining evening! Admission is free.  

 

 Last Issueõs Photo:  George Welch 

My fondest memory as a child in Duxbury... 
 

As a ten-year-old boy, bringing logs to the Demeritt Mill 

on Crossett Hill and watching the mill in action and Clyde 

C. Morse sharpening saws. Perhaps these trips are what 

inspired me to start my own sawmill.  
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February 9 meeting 

at CBMS, 7 pm 
 

Election of Officers 
 

Video presentation by Senator 

William Doyle and Vince 
Franke: òLife in Washington 

Countyó 
 

òLife in Washington Countyó 

DVDs on sale at the meeting, 
$16 (includes tax) 

 

Reminder: Anyone who has 

not paid their dues for 2010 

will be removed from the 
voting and mailing list 

 

Historical Society calendars 

on sale at the next meeting. 

Also available at these 
Waterbury locations: Kinney 

Drugs, Depot Beverage, 

Waterbury Library, Waterbury 

Center Bakery, Stowe Street 
Emporium, and the Cabot 

Annex. 
 

We will be hosting the potluck 

luncheon this year at Town 
Meeting. We are requesting 

that Society members bring a 

hot dish, salad, or dessert to 
share. Lunch will be $5 per 

person. We will also sell 

coffee/donuts/snacks in the 

morning per usual. Contact 
Mary Ethel Welch with ques-

tions, 244-7558. 



 
 

P a g e  2  U n d e r  t h e  H u m p  

D u x b u r y  L e g i s l a t o r s  

Janus Crossett 
     Janus Crossett was born in a log cabin on a site over-

looking the former Red School (District #4) on Nov. 12, 
1823. The Red School is currently the home of Larry 

Benoit. Janus was born to Edward Jr. and Hannah 
(Carter) Crossett.   

     In 1844, Janus married Rachel Euretta Crosby of Dux-
bury. They had two children: Menta Fannie (later married 

E.W. Huntley) and James E., who succeeded his father on 
the family farm and also in the lumber business. After 

the death of Rachel, Janus later married Abbie Whitney 
of Stowe.  

     Janus represented his town in legislature during the 
1855, 1856, and 1857 sessions as a member of the 

Whig party. In the 1870s he was also a side judge for 
Washington County.  

     In 1913, Janus died at age 90 in the home that he 
and his carpenter, William Deal of Waterbury, built in 

1868.  

Janus Crossett, 74 years old 
Menta Crossett Huntley, 52 years old 

Mertie Huntley Palmer, 28 years old 
Annie Dorothy Palmer, 7 months old 

Photo taken May 9, 1898  

Eber W. Huntley 
     Eber Willard Huntley was born in Duxbury to Gilbert 

and Mary (Nash) Huntley on Nov. 11, 1839. He lived all 
his life in Duxbury.  

     In 1863, he married Menta Crossett and they had one 
child, Mertie Euretta.  

     He had many trades, but his favorite was a 45-year 
career as the Duxbury Town Clerk. Mertie succeeded him 

after his death in 1916.  
     Eber was Duxburyõs representative in legislature in 

1882 and was also county senator in 1908.  
     Eber died in 1916 in the home that he purchased in 

1869.   

 

Janus Crossett voted for Garfield in 1880. 

July 2, 1845 
Janus Crossett wrote in his diary:  

òI went to Montpelier County Whig Conventionó 

From Alice DeLong archives: 

In 1896 the publication Vermont - A Souvenir of Its Government was created to provide the people with a directory of  

government officials. It included members of the legislative and judicial branches of the government, as well as the  

people that occupied the departments of the Vermont government. Along with contact information for the state offices, 

the Souvenir journal contained photographs and a biographical paragraph about each of the legislators. It was a private  
publication and the information was compiled by William Jeffrey until the 1917ð1918 issue. It was then compiled by 

Walter J. Bigelow through 1934, Lillian W. Bryan through 1942, and Mari Tomasi until 1950 when it ceased to be  

published. In 1951, The Legislative Directory, was created. That publication did not include photographs but did have  

biographical sketches on the members of legislature. What follows is the information that was contained in these  

directories as well as information we gathered from their descendants. We know there are more people in Duxbury who 

were members of the legislature so if you have information and photos, please submit them to a newsletter committee 

member and we can run them in a future issue.   


