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Old Home Days To Be Revived 
At So, Duxbury 

Two-Day Celebration Slated Aug. 17-18; 
Last Held In 1933 

Proceeds To Benefit Old Church Program 

SOUTH DUXBURY — Final plans have been made for 
the two-day celebration that has been planned to help repair 
and res to re the  o ld  Sou th  Duxbury I church. The chair-
men of the various committees met with the standing com-
mittee of that church to iron out all the details. 

Old Home Days, last held in 1933, is to be revived, with 
fun for young and old. The dates were set for Aug. 17 and 18. 
The fun is to take place Saturday: pony rides, play area for the 
younger children, doll contest, pie contest, music, majorettes, 
horse shoe tournament, ball game for the younger boys, 
supper, and a what-have-you auction. On Sunday there will 
be special commemorative services which will begin at 10:30 
a.m. 

The play space for the children is to be set up on the north 
end of the church grounds where there will be sand to play 
in, seesaw's, balls, and other toys. Ponies will be the main 
attraction there, and rides will be available all day. Mrs. 
Myrtle Cameron, Mrs. Florence Sherman, and Eldon DeLong 
are co-chairmen of the playground committee. 

Mrs. Francis Wilder is chairman of the playground com-
mittee. Three classes of entries were decided upon. The tots 
through grade four will be classified as class one; those in grade 
five through grade eight, class two; and those in high school, 
class three. Any boy or girl anywhere who wishes to enter 
may do so, but doll must be in a setting, having some kind of 
costume of any material that the contestant desires to use. A 
person may make as many entries as he or she wishes and 
have as many dolls in each entry scene as desired, but con-
testants must get their dolls there early in the day as the 
public is to act as the judges. 

The pie contest is to have three classes, too: two-crust, 
soft, and fancy pies, with three prizes for each class. The 
judges are to be three men who will be announced at a later 
date. This contest is open to anyone anywhere who cares to 
enter, and pies are to be judged by taste test only! It was de-
cided to close this contest at 4 p.m., as the pies will be 
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needed for the supper at 5:30. Mrs. Donald Merchant is 
chairman of the pie contest committee. 
 

Francis Wilder is chairman of the boys' ball game commit-
tee. For the old-fashioned horseshoe tournament two players 
will constitute a team and it was decided to invite these 
organizations to participate: Masons of Waitsfield and 
Waterbury, and the Odd Fellows and American Legion-
naires of the same towns; and the Dillingham and Mad River 
Grange of Duxbury and Moretown respectively. These teams 
are to play off for the final winning team. Each winning lodge 
will receive a trophy and the final winners are to receive a 
trophy for which they must compete next year. The 
chairman of this committee is Donald Merchant, who will 
organize, and setup the games. 

 
David Patterson volunteered his services as auctioneer.     
Kenneth Griffith  is  the  chairman  of  the What-Have-You   
auction  committee, and it is hoped that enough I second-
hand things can be collected to make an auction worthwhile.  
 
Mrs. Marion Wallis is to act as hostess    of    the    antique    
show, which is to be comprised of small items such as 
would have been in use about the time that the church was 
built or has some story that connects them with the his-
tory of South Duxbury. Again anyone who has such is in-
vited to participate if the items are clearly marked with 
name and pertinent information. 
 
An assortment of articles is to be on display all day at a so-
called handwork table. There will be the Duxbury quilt which 
is the work of the women of that town, hand-made things, 
candy, honey, stationery, and other articles. Mrs. Phyllis 
Dunn, Mrs. Greta Berno, and Mrs. Gladys Sherman are on this 
committee and will have these items for sale. 
 
Harold Grout will act as master of ceremonies. He was a na-
tive of Duxbury before moving to Waterbury, his present home, 
and he is still very much interested in Duxbury. Mr. Grout is 
better known perhaps as "Cousin Harold, the Hired Hand" on 
WDEV radio station, where he does the early morning program. 
 
George  Griffith  has  given  the church committee the use of a 
large field in back of the church and hall, so there will be 
ample space for the games and to park cars. 

Mrs. Arlene Sherman has charge of the majorettes and the mu-
sic. Guest book hostess will be Mrs. Grace Bruce. Mrs. Maud 
Griffin is organizing a women's horseshoe game. Clifford Carl-
son is to sell cold drinks. 
 
Others who are taking part: Sylvester Vigilante who will be 
umpire of the boys' ball game; Mr. Degen who is to be one of 
the scorers for the horseshoe tournament; Jack MacGee who 
will direct car parking; and Mrs. Joyce Holder who is to be host-
ess of the scrapbooks table. 
 
The second scorer of the tournament and a collector of auction 
items will be announced later. 
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July 16, 1962 
 
S.Duxbury Church Hit By Lightning,  
Being Repaired 

SOUTH DUXBURY-The standing committee of the South Duxbury 
Church and the church clerk met recently to determine its course 
of action following the lightning damage done to that church early 
Monday morning. 

The insurance adjuster, a carpenter, a plasterer and electrician had 
met earlier in the day with the clerk and the chairman of the com-
mittee. A figure of $466.50 was arrived at. It included labor, mate-
rials and damage. 

It was decided to let Arnold Clark, a carpenter who is working 
on a nearby house, do the job of repairing and cleaning up. Already 
the plasterer has completed the plaster work, and the repapering 
part can be done in a few days. As much of the original papering 
as possible will be kept, and  if   that  paper  can't   be 
matched, a paper as nearly like it as possible will be used. 

The electrical fixtures are being replaced. The meter box which 
was "frozen" by the lighting has been replaced by the company. 
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July 13, 1962 

Just One Bolt!  

Thunder Showers Visit Duxbury; 
Lightning Affects Church, Homes 

 
DUXBURY — Monday's thunder showers left their marks 

here. 
The South Duxbury Church was struck about 8 p.m., dam-

aging the south east corner of the church. 
The window in that area was ruined, electrical fixtures 

were burnt and blown out, lath and plaster torn off, and 
clapboards and boards loosened. 

The steeple, restored in 1957, was unaffected as was the 
roof. 

The adjoining church hall had only a fuse box blown to 
pieces and a light bulb burnt. 

It was estimated it would cost nearly $500 to repair the 
lightning damage. 
Last year the church was reactivated for the summer. 

 
Church services were tried on alternating evenings. This 
proved satisfactory, and the same set-up was resumed this year. 

The old kero-
sene lamps 
were electri-
fied, the pro-
ject being 
started last 
summer and 
finished in 
time to be used 
at the last 
church service 
two weeks 
ago. Quite 
e x t e n s i v e 
damage was 
done to this 
new wiring 
and fixtures. 

It is expected 
that the ser-
vice planned 
for Sunday 
evening, July 
15, at 7 p.m. 
will be held 
as usual. 

Several nearby 
houses were 

affected by the same bolt of lightning that hit the South Dux-
bury Church. The Tallman residence had damage done to 
the bathroom. The medicine cabinet was emptied of its con-
tents and a small fire started. 

The Raymond Connors, who had carpenters working on a 
new wing to their home, had a blue ball of fire roll through 

that part of the 
house. 

It rolled along 
the carpenter's 
arms, leaving him 
with tingling fin-
gers. 

The Connors ' 
house is across the 
Dowsville Road 
from the church. 
Others who live near 
the church reported 
ringing phones, 
kitchen appliances 
that snapped, and 
other such phe-
nomena. 
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