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UPCOMING

EVENTS

February 14

meeting at CBMS,

7 pm

Join us at the meeting
and enjoy the video
about sugaring in VT.
Town Meeting is right
around the corner.
Please see information
on this page.
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Society Business

Next Meeting

ollowing the business meeting, we will show a video about sugaring in Vermont

featuring Burr Morse. Refreshments will be served and a time to chat with
friends and neighbors as always.

Member ships expired December 31, 2011.
end of the onemonth grace period, you will be removed from the membership and
distribution list as of Feb. 1, 2012.
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Town Meeting 2012 D

e Historical Society will sell coffee and snacks in the morning and lunch at Tovm
Meeting again this year. Please bring a hot dish, salad or dessert (please, no nuts

of any kind or foods made with peanut oil, per school kitchen rules). This has been a

popular and financially successful event for us for the past couple of years. We looK
forward to the possibilities this year. Thank you from the Food Committee! If you haR/e

any questions, please call Mary Ethel Welch @ 24558. o
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Historical Society Calendar Sales

any thanks go to the six locations that sold the Historical Society Calendar for us

which were: Duxbury Country Store, Depot Beverage, Waterbury Public leraryi
Waterbury Pharmacy, Billings Mobil, and Stowe Street Emporiiithout them this
¢ fundraiser would not be possible. We had record sales and still have calendars
¢ available at the Stowe Street Emporium and Waterbury Pharmacy until February 4th ‘
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250th Celebration Committee Report
The 250th Celebration Committee held a meeting on December 7, 2011, with seven
persons in attendance.

The Duxbury Historical Society will be the sponsor of the celebration so it was decided
that Mark Morse will assume the treasurer position for this committee in addition to his
treasurerds duties for the Society.

Sub-committee budgets for each activity were discussed. Thesfirt design and quan-
titypvs glacided and ordered. Post office stamp (pictorial) was discussed. A design is 10
be decided on with the Moretown post office to make a stamp that could be used for 30
days. The relocation of war monuments and flag pole were discussed and a-sub
committee was elected. George Welch has agreed to design a float for the 2012 July 4th
parade. Vince Frankie was contacted regarding videoing our celebration.

This committee is filled with enthusiasm and ideas to make our 250th celebration a
success!!

Stephanie Koonz, chairperson ~ Kelly Welch, secretary
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Society Business

Archival/Preservation Committee Report

Members: Eulie Costello, Debbie Sweetser, Lori Morse, Bonnie Morse, Mark Morse

The committee met on 11/05/11, 12/10/11, and 01/14/12 from 9 -11 am. During those meetings we cata-
logued recently donated items. We also have purchased a laptop computer and have begun the long process of
getting much of our information stored in digital format. This includes our genealogical files and scanning our photo
collections. Those efforts wil!/l be continuing throu
been transcribed and digitized. This is a very lengthy process and will be ongoing for months until we have all the
family files completed.

Research Requests and Assistance

Don Welch presented three separate programs to 5th graders at Crossett Brook Middle School during the las
quarter. The first was on the early history of the site now occupied by CBMS. The second was regarding the Alice
Meaker murder. The third was regarding the State Hospital Dairy Farm. Genealogical requests were also provided
for the Lavanway, Blair, Sinnot, Griffith, Corliss, Boyden, Hogg, Cady, and Armington families.

—

Monetary Donations
Theresa & Gordon WodiNewsletter Support * Richard LindsléyResearch Assistance/Material
Ames & Todd Hill * Dick Charland * James Hanley * Jerry Paige * Kelley Taft

Donation Artifacts/Documents
Old School FileB Town of Duxbury
Three Notebooks of Duxbury Historical Hom@$own of Duxbury
Photocopy of 1889 Washington County Gazettéefown of Duxbury
Blueprints of Crossett Hill Bridge Constructed 20HIS.D. Ireland Co.
1903 Morse Genealogy booikMarianna Towne
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Duxbury Historical Societyds Flood R

August 28, 2011, tropical storm Irene left Vermont in absolute ruins. Our community, because the Winooski
iver drains into the Lake Champlain watershed, was no exception. During the height of this storm, the over-
flowing banks of the Winooski River devastated the low lying areas adjacent to this narrow valley.

The sad news spread so fast that the next morning our family was able take the generator, sump pumps and ho
es and pump out a cellar on a home in Randall Street. Two days after pumping and carrying furniture upstairs, alon
with hauling pails of mud out of the cellar, we moved on to the Wesley Methodist Church where we cleared the din-
ing room, kitchen, furnace, and storage rooms, ahead of the carpenters who stripped the walls to the foundation.

Arriving home that fourth evening, we received a message from The Duxbury Town Select Board, requesting tha
we organize a Duxbury flood relief effort, located at the town garage and office. Without hesitation, the members of]
The Duxbury Historical Society sprang into action and opened the town garage and office doors that very next mor
ing. With a barrage of volunteers to accept supplies, food, and clothing, we started serving the victims immediately.

The third day of the relief, we teamed up with The Red Cross to prepare and deliver lunches and dinners to
homes. We served 600 meals in 16 days from the town office. We continued this effort as The Salvation Army ac-
cepted this responsibility from The Red Cross. The food deliveries eventually ceased but a dinner each day contin-
ued at St. Leobs Hal/l

Our relief effort continued at our town center for a total of 16 days. This included door to door visits and obtain-
ing lists of individual needs, collecting the items at the relief station and delivering the items back to the homes.
When we ceased the flood relief we relocated our clothing and cleaning supplies to Sunshine Hall (next to the Sout
Duxbury Church). We operated from this site until late November, where the hall was opened on weekends for peo
ple to collect the items they needed.

Our Historical Society members and outside volunteers and donations were a huge reason for our success. In
total, our monetary contributions alone to our relief effort exceeded $1600. One important source of donations
came from our sister town of Duxbury, Massachusetts. We also received support from the Meriden and Wallingford

Connecticut area. These two sources donated clothing, toys, cleaning supplies, monetary donations, and gift cards.

With an unlimited staff of committed volunteers, many hours and days of operations, a huge amount of nicely
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presented donations, a genuinely thoughtful and sympathetic Select Board, the effort was truly a great successK

'\\ ~The Don Welch Family
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Duxbury in the Civil War
Chapter V it was felt by the government that the competition be-
. . ] tween different State regiments would improve the quali-
New Ho p ef TheReninsWaZampaign ties of the entire brigade and battle casualties should be

shared by regiments from several states to avoid one
state suffering all the losses. However, General William F.
Asj 1862 dawns the Union, leaders are hoping to reSmith was allowed to create the Vermont Brigade and it
uild their army for the upcoming year. Vermont hasvas the only brigade in the Union army to bear the name
answered the call to duty and Duxbury has supplied itef a State. The Brigade was under the command of Briga-
share of volunteer recrui tis Genkral M T.Hy Braoksdo$ thdsd@rifantly,eUniteth a
hard on the Union forces having suffered several losseStates Army. A West Point graduate and Mexican war vet-
of men killed, wounded, missing, or captured. It is hope@ran, at age 42 he was well suited for the position which
that while camped in winter quarters, a revitalizing of théne held for one and a half years. Though not a Vermonter
regiments will result in a better prepared force for thehimself, having been born in Ohio, he had ties to Vermont
upcoming campaigns. as his father had been born in Montpelier. One distinction
Duxbury had already supplied 29 men for the effort irthe brigade had early on was its high humber of men un-
1861. It was apparent that the new year of fighting wouldit for duty due to iliness. The brigade consisting of nearly
bring more heartache for family members back home bub,000 men had close to 1,100 unable to perform their
little did anyone know just how devastating the carnageluties while camped in winter quarters in the early
would be in the upcoming 12 months. Although enlistmonths of 1862. Poor sanitary conditions and crowded
ments had slowed in the early months of 1862, by sumeamp facilities were the main contributors to the sick-
mer as the heavy fighting began and the need for moreess. By spring conditions had improved and the majority
troops was required, the Duxbury boys once again camaf the men were ready for regular duty.
through for their country. By the end of 1862, twenty The Vermont Brigade received orders on March 9 to
eight more men had enlisted from this tiny town. pack 2 days rations and be ready to move out. The men
Gustavus Young was the first recruit in 1862. Living omwere glad to finally be headed out after months in camp.
Crossett Hill with his wife Nancy, a son Alfred, and twidcClellan had at his disposal 175,000 troops to face off
daughters Ann and Helen, he enlisted on January 13.  against Confederate Joe Johnston with a suspected force
Twentysix years old and a farmer and carpenter by tradepf at least 100,000. Johnston actually had less than
he was assigned t ¢ Vanoontntam $0,000Et@op® dt his Hisgposa@ (McClellan usually over
try. On September 9 he was captured during battle ate st i mat ed hi s enemyds streplgt h)
Vicksburg, VA, however, he was fortunate enoughtobe The troops met with | itt]
paroled just two months later on November 18 He Mill around April 4th. The weather was very warm and as
served out the remainder of his enlistment, mustering outhe brigade approached, they came in contact with Con-
on June 22, 1864. The 1890 Veterans Schedule indifederate pickets which, unlike previous encounters, stood
cates he had been shot in the right knee, arm, and breastheir ground and began firing. There were large earth-
but it doesndt i ndi cat e iwaorks wisiblecdrhfrond ant thel Unipnsfyprcest vwhiels reim-i|nj u r
occurred. After returning from the war, he and his wif®ered approximately 58,000 (having divided up earlier to
Nancy had three more children and lived in Waterbury faeconnoiter other areas). It immediately became appar-
some time. Records from 1890 indicate Gustavus movingnt they were facing a major force of the confederate
west and settling in or near Genoa, Nebraska. He diedrmy. McClellan, ever cautious, chose not to attack and
sometime after 1892 and is buried in the Valley Viewby April 6 President Lincoln urged him to advance.
cemetery in Genoa, NE. McClellan continued to wait even though his troops were
Not until midJuly did more men enlist from Duxburyin continual engagement with skirmishers. Not until the
Prior to July, the Union forces had been involved in sevet6th of April did the full battle take shape.
al altercations with the Confederate army. In March of Leed&s Mi | | was the first [[fi me
1862, Union General McClellan had amassed a larghad assaulted an entrenched army. The confederate forc-
force which included the recently formed Vermont Bries had excavated several trenches and were willing to
gade to take on the campaign trail. The Vermont Brigadallow the opposing Union Army to take the offensive while
had been organized in late 1861 consisting of the 2, they were well protected by the cover below ground level.
3rd, 4t 5t and @h regiments. The 3 VT regiment had Several wellarmed rifle pits as well as a 24€ound how-
previously completed its enlistment requirement of 3itzer and two smaller cannons surrounded the perimeter
months however some of those men reenlisted in otheof a large open field known as the Garrow farm. In the
regiments. It was not standard procedure to assembleenter of this field there stood three chimneys, all that
brigades consisting of regiments from one state becauseemained of a burned out farmhouse which had been
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Duxbury in the Civil War

destroyed weeks earlier by Confederate General Maelled back across the river, waving their handkerchiefs
gruderds troops. The f i elsdnifying thgir swtcess asvihey waited far otlsemumits fto
which had been dammed (Dam #1) creating a causewajpin them.
to the wooded area beyond where the confederates were It soon became apparent that the confederates were
encamped and continuing to improve on the dam struchot running away. In fact, it became clear that they were
ture and their breastworks. On the morning of April 16 ammassing a force to counteattack. Members of the 15
order had been received to move the Union forcedlorth Carolina regiment charged down the hill toward the
against the enemy forces in an effort to disrupt the prorifle pits but were repelled due to several casualties from
gress on the dam and defenses. By 7:30 a.m. the forcethe Union rifle fire. Two Georgia regiments were advancH
had become engaged. Most of the action had taken placeng on the Union left and were able to maintain its posi-
by the opposing sides firing across the river at each othiion due to the fact that no reinforcements had yet been
er. The Confederate howitzer had been struck and disaent to support the Union soldiers defending the rifle pits.
bled by Union artillery. The other two cannons had beeBoon, units from Virginia entered the fray and the men in
held at bay by Union sharpshooters. By late morning ihe rifle pits were taking musket and artillery fire which
appeared that the order to disrupt the confederate buildwas having a devastating effect. Captain Pingree sent
ing efforts had been successful and most of the firing hadnultiple messengers back asking his superiors for rein-
ceased. It appeared to the Union officers that the confedforcements or permission to retreat but no reply was re-
erates were about to retreat as they could see few if angeived. As the battle raged on Captain Pingree was twice
soldiers in the rifle pits, also what appeared to be a woodwvounded but refused to retreat despite fearing his men
en cannon decoy stood atop a redoubt, and wagons iwould be overrun. Until he received orders to the contrary
the rear of the enemy lines appeared to be readying tbe was committed to holding his position at all costs. Fi-
leave the area. nally his last messenger returned with permission from
By noon General McClellan had spoken with his stafolonel Hyde to withdraw his men. Capt. Pingree, unablg
officers and concluded that his army should move to odo walk on his own, was carried by his men back across
cupy the confederate works. Orders were given statinthe river under heavy enemy musket and artillery fire. Of
such as long as it di dn?ottherl@smeh who crossea thegrizer, eomlyallo0 returngd (g
with the enemy and to withdraw if such was the caseunhurt from the 40-minute engagement, many of the
Artillery pieces were placed at the top of the slope leadingounded being carried on the backs of their comrades.
to the rivers edge with Vermont regiments guarding eachlad reinforcements been moved up it is possible that
flank. Under artillery cover fire a small detachment ofhey might have been successful in holding the rifle pits
infantry from the 3d Vermont would cross the river belowon the confederate side of the river.
the dam and if it found the rifle pits empty or lightly de- The confederates had two or three lines of breast-
fended, a larger detachment of troops would cross andvorks behind the rifle pits. They also had additional dams
occupy the Confederate rifle pits. Ther8V e r mo n t aleng thekriver and they could affect a raising or lowering
mishers met resistance immediately upon approachingf water levels in the river by opening or closing the
the rivers edge and withdrew to woods as it was evidergluiceways on top of the dams. With several brigades of
that the rifle pits were still welmanned. Additional mem-soldiers contained within these breastworks, they were
bers of the 39 Vermont were assigned to assist the firstwell equipped to hold the position for quite some time. At
group and a line of infantry was instructed to form andb:00 p.m. the battle is renewed. More troops are sent
cross the river holding their rifles and ammo over theiacross the river below the dam again however, this time
heads. If they were successful in ousting the enemy frorthe water is much deeper as the sluice has been closed
the rifle pits they were instructed to cheer and waveon the dam further downstream. This time several com-
handkerchiefs indicating such. At about 3:00 p.m. Uniompanies are entered onto the field of battle from frontal
artillery opened up on the confederate positions with reand flank positions. The result turns into tremendous
turn fire from the confederates which lasted only a fewoss. Many men are blown to bits by enemy artillery as the
minutes. With the confederate artillery silent the order tanusket fire was incessant. Regiment and company offic-
advance was issued and the troops began crossing thers were being lost to wounds or death, enlisted men
river. Although some men fell during the crossing due tdropping all around. By nightfall the Union forces were all
tripping over debris on the river bottom and despitén retreat and the Confederates were satisfied they had
heavy enemy musket fire, the wave of troops made it tsuccessfully repulsed the attack. Union artillery continued
the other side. They were successful in driving the enentp fire for a while longer but it had little consequence.
from the rifle pits and were jubilantly pursuing the rebelsThough some artillery fire continued back and forth over
as they retreated to their next line of defense but werdghe river for two more days the battle was essentially
commanded to stop and occupy the rifle pits and wait foover.
reinforcements before continuing. The men cheered and Colonel Levy of the 2 Louisiana approached the
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Union line two days after the battle under a flag of truce Much controversy conti nueé
regarding the disposition of the Union dead on the battletactics in disbursement of his forces at this battle as well
field. He asked a Union officer which unit had initially atas several others. Any time there is a lost battle there is a
tacked the rifle pits. He was informed it was a detachmenamount of fingerpointing as to who is to blame. McClellan
fromthe3dVer mont . Upon whi ch hsenotedeqHe irekictant tadinitiate attack and to Kolfowap ¢
us that you did not send oonerhe haa thg ensmycoh tha mirt. 8hethen ehis tissthe
For many of these Vermont men, it was their first time icase at this battle is still being argued by historians.

battle. For their families back home that would have to By all accounts the Vermont Brigade performed thei
mourn their deaths or dealdutied admiraldlyhoa iApril 16.oThey dbugbt fearfessly ang
was a devastating realization of what this war could takenet with some initial success before being outmaneuvereq
from them. Fortunately for those back home in Duxbury nby the enemy. Three Medal of Honor medals were awarde)
casualties were received by their loved ones in this battleo the following men for the gallantry during this battle:
Thomas and Polly, the parents of Private William Scott &frummer Julian Scott, 8 Vermont; 2t Sergeant Edward
Groton, were not as fortunate as those Duxbury familieddolton, 6" Vermont; and Captain Samuel Pingree3Ver-

Their son, being wounded during the assault on the riflenont.

pits, died the next day. He had been saved from death by Hopes for some major battlefield victories still elude the
execution months earlier when he was pardoned by PrediJnion forces. President Lincoln, ever mindful of the moralg

dent Lincoln for sleeping while on guard duty. of the troops and the support of the public, is dependent|
The casualties to Vermont regiments at the battle ofipon success on the battlefield. To date, he has been dis
Leeds Mil!/l al so known as [Rppointed With theresiits.r nt Chi mneys w

44 killed in action, 148 wounded, 21 mortally wounded, for Perhaps the upcoming months will be different.

a total of 213. Seven of those listed as wounded were tak-

en prisoner by the enemy. Confederate losses reportedly

numbered a total of 75 killed or wounded. The total num- FRRIIIIIRR

ber of Confederate forces engaged was approximatel§ources Duxbury Historical Society$ Family Archives; US
16,000 (much less than McClellan had estimated) of whicHCensus;Vermontcivilwar.org;Vermont in the Civil War,
total losses killed or wounded was reported as 75. Benedict, Chapter 11.

Tourin Musica

In 1977 a feasibility study of a small hydroelectric system was done at Tourin Musica in
conjunction with the Vermont Energy Office. The information below is a reprint of the
historical background section of the document that was produced.

-I'he site where Tourin Musica is presently located haton Hollow because of the wool processing that suppos-
an interesting history. Between 1773L797, the fami- edly had once been a function of this same mill site.

ly of Ebenezer W. Corse settled in the Town of Duxbury, Sometime in the 1850's, the mill again turned to the

Vermont. Corse was born in 1771 in Greenfield, Massaroduction of lumber. It would appear that about this

chusetts, and migrated north with his family during theime, new management took over the mill and output

Indian raids in Massachusetts. Sometime during thesoared. One major reason for the improved production
1820's, it is told that Corse built the first log milldam inwas the installation of new waterwheels to replace the
Duxbury, utilizing hydropower from what is now known dsuge 24<oot overshot waterwheels. Another important
Crossett Brook. The sawmill was purportedly powerefdctor accounting for the mill's prosperity was the arrival
initially by an undershot waterwheel which was soownf the railroad to this area in December 1849. By this

thereafter changed to an overshot wheel, as the originaime other mills had been built, and the demand for all

design failed to work due to an insufficient water head. types of lumber was growing rapidly.

Between the 1820's and the 1850's, the original mill  The railroad was the medium by which it could be de-
site was used for a variety of purposes. From the bits anlivered. Typical products of the lumbering industry were
pieces of information we have gathered, it appears thabridge beams, clapboards, pickets, shingle timber, and
the old mill site once was used as a gristmill, then latebarn timbers. Chunk wood was also important, as wood
as a cider mill. Sometime in the early years of its operduel stops were required approximately every 30 miles by
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tions, the location of the mill area was referred to as Mutthe steam trains of that day for fueling the boilers. It is
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